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CRIMINAL STATISTICS AND PENITENTIARIES. 
The criminal statistics of Canada are collected, compiled and 

published annually by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics under 
statutory authority of the Statistics Act, 1918 (8-9 Geo. V., c. 43). 
They relate to the year ended September 30, and the last issued 
annual report is for 1918. The statistics are divided into two 
classes of (1) indictable offences and (2) summary convictions, the 
former comprising all cases tried by police or other magistrates and 
the latter all cases of minor importance disposed of by justices of the 
peace under the Summary Convictions Act. 

Indictable Offences.—Table 29 shows by provinces in respect 
of indictable offences the number of charges and convictions and the 
percentage of acquittals for the years 1916,1917 and 1918. There were 
21,747 charges and 17,370 convictions for indictable offences through­
out Canada during the year ended September 30, 1918, as compared 
with 19,454 charges and 15,559 convictions in 1917, an increase of 
2,293, or 11.78 p . c , for charges and of 1,811, or 11.64 p . c , for convic­
tions during the year. As shown by the table, an increase in the 
number of charges is found in every province east of Saskatchewan 
and decreases in all provinces west of and including Saskatchewan.. 

Summary Convictions.—The number of summary convictions 
—that is, the total number of convictions for all offences less the number 
of convictions for indictable offences—in 1918 was 105,899, as compared 
with 98,452 in 1917. This represents an increase of 7,447, or 7.56 p.c. 

Death Sentences.—During 1918, 20 persons were sentenced 
to death for murder, as compared with 15 in 1917. Death sentences 
in 1918 were carried out in 10 cases, compared with 7 in 1917, and 
were commuted to a term of years or life imprisonment in 10 cases in 
1918, compared with 8 in 1917. Four persons were sentenced in 1918 
to be imprisoned for life, as compared with one person in 1917. 
29.—Charges, Convictions and Percentages of Acquittals for Indictable Offences by Provinces, 

1916,1917 and 1918. 
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